
End of the Year Report 2019-2020: 
Database Usage in Roseville Joint Union High School District 

 
Gale Database Platforms: 

● Gale in Context: Opposing Viewpoints  
● Gale in Context: High School (a general, multidisciplinary database) 
● Gale Virtual Reference Library (GVRL) E-Books 

 
Gale Database Student Usage 2018-2019 vs. 2019-2020 

Year Gale in Context  
High School Sessions 

Gale in Context 
Opposing 
Viewpoints 
Sessions 

Gale eBooks 
Sessions 

2018-2019 10411 5180 1170 

2019-2020 11274 5578 3037 

% Change 8.29 7.68 159.57 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Student usage of the Gale Databases continues to increase (7.68%, 8. 29%, 159. 57%) each 
year in our District. These increases demonstrate the databases’ importance as necessary 
resources for student success. Unfortunately, with the COVID-19 school closures in effect 
beginning in March 2020, many classes were not able to follow through with information literacy 
lessons in their usual capacity, so statistics only reflect data through March. May is always a 
month with an extremely high usage rate because of end of the term research projects and 
papers. Most students did not complete these types of assignments in the Spring of 2020. As a 
result, the RJUHSD Libraries will be addressing the missed information literacy instruction 
opportunities throughout the next school year in order to bridge any gaps that exist and to 
ensure college and career readiness for all of our students.  



ABC Clio Social Sciences Databases: 
● American Government 
● World History: Modern and Ancient & Medieval Eras 
● American History 
● World Religions 

 
ABC Clio Database Student Usage 2018-2019 vs. 2019-2020 

Year ABC Clio Searches ABC Clio Clicks ABC Clio Views 

2018-2019 5914 3977 7317 

2019-2020 7250 4934 7224 

% Change 18.4 19.4 -1.2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For our ABC Clio Databases, Regular Searches increased by 18.4%, and overall usage was 
up by 11.3%, with increases in Result Clicks (+ 19.4%) across all four databases. Students are 
not only accessing Gale as a database but also consulting ABC Clio as an additional quality 
source for the Social Sciences. Primary source material, historical timelines, investigative 
essays to stimulate critical thinking, as well as topic essential videos by master teachers provide 
students with award winning and credible reference material. Students can even curate and 
display data and graphs on a wide variety of topics directly from within the database.  

*Note: These statistics only compare usage through March of each year because the school 
closed in March 2020 for the COVID-19 pandemic, and social studies classes did not access 
the databases in their regular capacity. 

 



California State Library Database Usage Reports 
 
ProQuest Suite of Databases: 

● ProQuest Central Student 
● SIRS Issues Researcher 
● eLibrary 
● eBook Central 
● Culture Grams 

 

 

The ProQuest Suite of databases offers students a wide range of database resources, from 
current controversial issues resources, cultural resources, and science resources to 
multi-disciplinary resources and eBooks. After a second year of implementation, student usage 
in this suite of databases increased by 53.8%. While some databases like Culture Grams 
showed a decline in usage; overall, usage was significantly up. Considering the COVID-19 
school closure was in effect, these statistics demonstrate that students are accessing and using 
our resources to be successful in their classes. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Britannica School Databases: 

● Britannica 
● Escolar 

 

 

After implementing the California State Databases in 2018, student usage is on the rise. 
Britannica School, which also provides a Spanish database called Escolar, increased student 
usage by 16% this year. Britannica School is a great “starting point” database. Students can 
familiarize themselves with a research topic, find background information on the topic, and even 
locate vetted websites. 
 
Summary: 
Compared to the 2018-2019 school year, student usage of our databases showed significant 
increases in the 2019-2020 school year. Of special note is the 159.57% increase in Gale eBook 
usage. Our Gale eBooks focus on mental health and wellness and provide essential information 
for our students as they navigate their social and emotional well being. The libraries would like 
to continue increasing student access to these must needed resources.  
 
The RJUHSD Libraries, in collaboration with teachers and students, continue to help students 
hone their information literacy skills; successfully identify information needs; and access, 
evaluate, and use information resources for academic and personal success. With distance 
learning a possible new normal in education, access to these vital resources remains a top 
priority and necessity. Students must be able to navigate and evaluate information resources 
well in order to be productive members of our society. Teacher-librarians are on the front lines to 
help them do just that. We look forward to continuing our important literacy work with students 
and teachers next year. 


